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From the Presidents Desk... 
The dog days of summer are here and it’s the perfect time to spend time inside with our pooches. Many 
Mid-Florida members had a great time indoors last weekend thanks to Jill Wallace of Das Hund Haus 
and Joanne Hell who put together our Sanctioned B match there.  Lots of folks came for the obedience 
and conformation experience – in fact so many people came for the obedience experience that our Honor-
able Judge Matt Twitty started at 8 a.m. and didn’t leave until after 6 p.m.  Congratulations to Peter 
Friedman and his Rottweiler CH Hannerich’s Tesla CD RN NA NF CA, who took High in Match, and to 
Mike Orloff and Ozzy who took home the Highest Scoring Golden trophy. 
 
Congratulations also to Michele Throm, who won Best Adult with Bella.  Also, to Vern and Dianne 
Gank, whose boy Pops took home the Best in Match trophy, and also took the award for Best Puppy.  My 
thanks also to Bob Young  for judging Conformation. 
 
Of course, as with all of the events we put on, we couldn’t have done it without the help of our volunteers 
and as usual, they were the usual crowd.  My endearing gratitude to Deena Strauss for running the Obe-
dience and Rally portions of the Match so smoothly; to Tom and Joanne Hell who started manning the 
fort at 7 a.m., making the wonderful pulled pork and buying/bringing and selling the food.  Joanne Hell 
and Jill Wallace also handled, set up and ran the conformation/ribbons/trophies and judges’ gifts.  Many 
thanks to Chris Daher for handling check in and day-of entries AND helping to sell lunches; to Kim and 
Linda Hitchcock for putting in an incredibly long day as our obedience assistants; to Adrienne Swanick 
and her mother Carolyn Evans for their stewarding and assisting; Tom Young for stewarding and get-
ting the raffle going and selling tickets (while whipping up enthusiasm for the raffle); Ralph and Maria 
Orlando, Michele Throm, and Teri Vautrain for stewarding in obedience and rally; Diane Gank for stew-
arding conformation while helping Joanne Hell with many other  tasks.   Ted Misilo brought an awe-
some cheesecake, and we were all happy to see that!  And thanks to anyone who helped as needed and 
who brought food and support.  It was a truly fun day and for those of you who missed it, it was your 
loss.  
  
We have lots of events coming up the rest of the year and I encourage all our members to pick a perform-
ance event they like and offer their services to volunteer at that event this year.  We are looking for a 
place for the Christmas party this year so if anyone has any ideas for a home or venue that would be 
warm and cozy for Christmas, please let us know. Keep your cool this summer, for both your sake and 
your dogs. Happy summer vacation. Cheers.            
 
Pat Kopco 
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GOLDEN TALES IS A PUBLICATION OF THE 
MID-FL GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB 

 
 

OBJECTIVES OF THE MID-FLORIDA GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB 
 

 
 

To encourage and promote the purebred Golden Retriever; and to do all possible to bring their natural 
qualities to perfection. To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as approved by 
the American Kennel Club as the only Standard of Excellence by which Golden Retrievers shall be judged; 
and to do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at dog shows, obedience trials and field events. 
 

Established 1984 
Find us online at: 

WWW.MFGRC.ORG 

MFGRC OFFICERS FOR 2013 
 

PRESIDENT  PAT KOPCO   pkopco@kopco-law.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT JOANNE HELL  tohell@email.msn.com   863.859.4610 
SECRETARY  DEENA STRAUSS  dsgoldens@gmail.com   561.376.4024  
TREASURER  TED CROWELL  tedhcrowell@yahoo.com  407.702.8276 
 

MFGRC BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2013 
 

JUDI VOLPE   dolphreek58@yahoo.com     407.599.4486 
SHIRL PHILLIPS  jpandsp@bellsouth.net      407.282.5549 
TOM HELL   tohell50@hotmail.com      863.859.4610 
LEAH WRIGHT  lwright129@cfl.rr.com      407.782.4350 
JILL WALLACE  kninetrainer@aol.com       863.324.4776 
DEBBIE FINCH  gaga4goldens@cfl.rr.com     407.957.1530 
BETTY LAMBERT  blambert18@cfl.rr.com      407.957.1530 
MIKE ORLOFF  baddogs@tampabay.rr.com      
 

COMMITTEES FOR 2013 
 

 
GRCA Public Education Comm. Chair Nancy Greenbarg Daniadivas@aol.com  
GRCA Delegate    Ellen Bartkus  bartkuse@bellsouth.net 772.567.6651 
GRCA Columnist   Shirl Phillips  jpandsp@bellsouth.net  407.282.5549 
Membership     Joanne Hell  tohell@email.msn.com  863.859.4610 
Newsletter     Leah Wright  lwright129@cfl.rr.com  407.782.4350 
     Robert Dargie  rdargiejr@cfl.rr.com 
Puppy Referral    Deb Farris  faragold@yahoo.com  727-544-9376  
Rescue Liaison    Robin Scott   fourdogsr@juno.com  407.592.0752 
WC/WCX    Ann Rowe   Magikgldn1@aol.com  352.735.3565 
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GOLDEN TALES 
Leah N. Wright, Co-Editor 

lwright129@cfl.rr.com 
Robert Dargie, Co-Editor 
rdargiejr@cfl.rr.com  

 
Golden Tales is the official publication of the  

Mid-Florida Golden Retriever Club. It is published 
monthly online and distributed to all MFGRC 

members and newsletter subscribers.  
 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Included with paid MFGRC membership. Available online or via 
regular mail (must notify editor if you wish to receive via US Mail) 
 
MFGRC MEMBERSHIP 
Membership information is available from Joanne Hell at 
863.859.4610 or tohell@msn.com. 
Individual: $25 
Family: $25 
Associate (non-voting): $25 
Membership rosters are available to MFGRC members but are 
not intended for business, non-profit or personal solicitation of 
any manner whatsoever. 
 
CLUB CORRESPONDENCE should be sent to the Secretary, 
Deena Krauss, at dsgoldens@gmail.com. 
 
ADVERTISING RATES 
Full page (with photo):  $25 * 
1/2 page (with photo):  $15 * 
Commercial full page:  $50 
Commercial 1/2 page:  $30 
Business card:  $50/year (12 issues) 
*Ads for litters must be accompanied by copies of all health 
clearances to the editor. 
NOTE: 
For all advertisements placed in Golden Tales, advertisers 
MUST send payment in with your ad to the Newsletter 
Editor at the time of submission.  If submission of the 
advertisement is done via email the ad cannot be placed in 
Golden Tales without payment.  
Please send payment to Leah Wright, 459 Weathersfield 
Avenue, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714.  Make all checks 
payable to MFGRC. 
It is the Advertisers responsibility to confirm with the 
Newsletter Editor that she has received your advertisement 
and your payment.  
 
LITTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Offered as a service in conjunction with MFGRC’s puppy referral. 
Health clearances and $25 must be submitted to a puppy referral 
coordinator (see previous page) prior to publication of the 
announcements. 
 
BRAGS, IN MEMORIAM, EVENT LISTINGS 
Items of this nature will be printed with NO CHARGE and must 
be submitted to the Editor. The editor reserves the right to make 
changes for content OR length. 
 
No text, photos or drawings may be reproduced without 
permission from the editor. 

Copyright 2013 MFGRC 

From the Editor . . . 
Note to self:  New Year resolutions are only helpful if 
you actually put them into action.  I apologize for the 
delay in getting the April/May issue out so late.  
Work, life, and a thousand other things have claimed 
my attention.  Spring has come and gone and it is 
surely summer, but here is the long-overdue issue of 
Golden Tales at long last. 

I wanted to say a special thank you to Maria Orlando, 
who has taken on the task of keeping our Facebook 
page updated.  It’s one of those things I just don’t 
have the time to work on, and Maria takes such won-
derful photographs and has taken on the time con-
suming job of uploading them.  Not only that, she 
posts updates frequently, changes the cover photos, 
etc.  Can’t believe how many Facebook “likes” we 
have been getting since she took control.  Love ya, 
Maria!! 

It was good seeing so many of you at the match.  
What a crowd!  And what a great place to have it, Das 
Hund Haus in Lakeland is a great facility.  Thanks, 
Jill Wallace! 

Well, if I’m going to get the June edition out before 
Christmas, I’d better sign off now and get moving!  
Thanks for your patience! 

Until next month . . . 

Leah Wright 

Editor 
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MFGRC 2013 Calendar of Events 

Date Event Location Other Info 

      

August 10 and 11, 
2013 

MFGRC Obedience Trial 
and General Meeting 

Das Hund Haus 
3210 Reynolds Road, Lake-
land, FL 

Joanne Hell tohell@msn.com 

July MFGRC General Meet-
ing 

TBD  

    

MFGRC AGILITY TRIAL RAFFLEMFGRC AGILITY TRIAL RAFFLEMFGRC AGILITY TRIAL RAFFLE   
TO BENEFIT BREAST CANCER RESEARCHTO BENEFIT BREAST CANCER RESEARCHTO BENEFIT BREAST CANCER RESEARCH   

 
As you know, MFGRC  holds a raffle each October at our Agil-
ity Trial to benefit breast cancer research.  We are in need of 
items for the raffle, which can be human or dog related.   

If you would like to donate items for the raffle, please contact 
Judi Volpe at dolphreek58@yahoo.com.  You can bring them to 
a meeting, or give them to any of the Board members you see 
when you are out training or at another event. 

A few of our members have battled this disease, and MFGRC is 
proud to sponsor this raffle to help find a cure.  Thank you! 
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Dear Members,  
  
We are looking forward to competing in DOCOF in 2014.  If you wish to be on a 
team, please contact me and we can start the planning!  It’s not too early! 
 
Sincerely,  
Deena Strauss  
dsgoldens@gmail.com  
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The MFGRC All Breed Obedience and Rally Match on June 1, 2013 went very well. The facility, Das Hund Haus, in Lakeland, 
FL is beautiful and bright, the air conditioning is awesome! A big thank you to Jill Wallace and Adrienne Dispoto Swanick for 
making Das Hund Haus available to the Mid Florida Golden Retriever Club!  
 
Thank you to our obedience judge, Matthew Twitty who judged 53 dogs in ten classes and judged from 9:30 AM to 6 PM, a very 
long day. Also thank you to Sherry Mathewson for judging rally. There were not many rally dogs, but there was a time limit so 
conformation could get started on time. 
 
A big thank you to all who generously volunteered their time to steward in obedience and rally: 
 
    Obedience Stewards: Carolyn Dispoto Evans, Linda Hitchcock, Kim Hitchcock, Maria Orlando, and Ralph Orlando 
    Rally Stewards: Teri Vautrain, Michele Throm and Tom Young 
 
I hope I didn't leave anybody out, if so I apologize. Please contact me if I left your name out. 
 
Thank you to our match secretary Chris Daher who was also a volunteer and did a fantastic job!  
 
Thank you to all the other volunteers who took care of the grounds and crating, helped clean up at the end of the match , helped 
set up, made the food, served the food, ran the raffle. 
 
A special thank you to Joanne Hell and Thomas Hell who have done more for the match than I can even start to name.  
And also thank you to Judge: Bob Young and Steward: Diane Gank for running the conformation match.  I didn't get to see any 
of it, but I heard that it went well and people enjoyed it. 
 
Without volunteers, we would not be able to hold all of our events. Volunteers do hundreds of thankless jobs for MFGRC every 
month. All of you who volunteer - again, thank you!  
 
Deena Strauss , MFGRC 2013 Obedience and Rally Match Chairperson 

Photos courtesy of 
Maria Orlando 
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 Puppy Referral 
  
I want to thank everyone for allowing me the privilege to work as your Puppy Referral Representative.  Puppy Referral is 
like a 'Welcome Mat' to all that our club has to offer to prospective new members (puppy buyers).  It allows us the oppor-
tunity to meet and educate the public while assisting in placing quality, healthy puppies into new homes.   
  
Puppy Referral is a tool to help you, as a breeder, find good homes.  There are no guarantees that the public will choose 
to buy a puppy from you simply because you list a litter on our club's website.  In other words, it is not the club's respon-
sibility to place a breeder's puppies. There have been questions recently regarding the way litters are listed, the length of 
time a litter is listed, etc.  I would like to clear up a couple of those questions.   
  
#1)  When people call me I DO NOT send them to a particular breeder or listing.  Instead, I refer them to the website so 
that they can obtain the information for all of the litters listed at the time.  If I have new litter information not yet up on 
the website, I will give that information to them as well. 
  
#2)  Our webmaster places the listings as they come in.  They are not listed in any particular order (i.e., date of birth, 
alphabetically, location, etc)  Most puppy buyers look for puppies 'closest to home' first; how they are listed is of little im-
portance. 
  
#3)  The club has set a listing time limit of four months from date of birth.  However, if a litter has been previously listed, 
a breeder has a puppy returned for any reason, that puppy is put back on referral at no charge.  It may appear that the 
'litter' has been listed for an extended period of time. 
  
Over the past several months it became very clear that we needed to address some issues concerning the Puppy Referral 
program.  As a result, our board has decided to make the following listing requirements: 

 
New Puppy Referral Requirements 

for  
Mid-Florida Golden Retriever Club 

 
• Must be a regular member in good standing during the previous 12 months 
• Puppy referral listing will be limited to 4 months after litter whelp date 
• Fee Schedule: 

• If member has attended 2 general club meetings and worked at 1 MFGRC sponsored event during the previ-
ous 12 months the fee is $25.00* 

• If member has not attended 2 general club meetings and has not worked at 1 MFGRC sponsored event dur-
ing the previous 12 months the fee is $250.00 

 
*It is the responsibility of the club member to notify the club secretary and the event chairperson to receive credit 

for these requirements. 
 
Examples of MFGRC sponsored events that qualify for puppy referral: 
 

Winter Hunt Test 
Golden Retriever Rescue Grooming Day 
Spring Match 
Heart and Eye Clinic 
Annual Specialty 
Tracking Test 
Fall Hunt Test 
Agility Trial 
CCA 
WC/WCX 
Participation on club sponsored teams (DACOF/DOCOF) 
 

 

Submitted by:  Deb Farris, Puppy Referral Coordinator 
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Offered as a service in conjunction 
with MFGRC’s puppy referral. 

Health clearances and $25 must be 
submitted to the puppy referral co-

ordinator. 

DEB FARRIS 

faragold@yahoo.com 

727-544-9376  

 

Check our website at mfgrc.org for updates! 
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         Milestones & Accomplishments 
 Nancy Clinchy announces a new Master Hunter. Bridgeton’s Hearts On Fire MX MXJ OF MH  VCX WCX 

completed her MH title on Mother’s Day passing five out of seven! 
 
This from Connie Adams of Windsor Goldens: “Announcing the arrival of Rag-
tym's Theodore The Lionhearted--"Teddy".  He arrived at the Orlando airport on 
Thursday, May 9 causing quite the stir among the passengers waiting to pick up 
their bags.  He's a humdinger, bounding with energy and a zest for living.  Should 

be a hoot training this one!” 
 
Lorene  and Matt Taylor report that Gemini’s True 
Blue Hank , “Hank,” won Winners Dog, Best of Breed 
and Sporting Group in April in Vero Beach:  “He was 
handled by Morgan Brooks and her team, including 
Abby Robertson. Winner’s Dog was a one point win, 
but by winning a Group One, he got a 5 point major! 
How exciting! It was a thrill to then see him compete 
in Best in Show.  And Kathy Cudak, who owns 
Hank’s sire, True, was there to see it. This spring 
Hank also earned his WCX.  Thank you to Cindi 
Metcalf for a wonderful dog. Not only is he hand-
some, he is a performance dog as well!” 
 
Phoenix,  (Grand Champion Ingot's K9 Connection) completed his grand 
championship by winning back to back best of breed and to top it off got a 

Group 1 under Breeder judge Mrs. Bernadette Cox at the Inverness Kennel Club show in Brooksville on 
May 19th. Phoenix is out and about with his best friends, handlers Janice Granda and Aaron Wilkerson. 
He is owned, bred and loved by Caroline and Chris Roetzer, Ingot Goldens in Clearwater.  

 
Leslie Anderson tells us that  Puk (formerly UCD 
Richwood Sophie's Magic Moment CDX, JH, WC) fin-
ished his UCDX title on Sunday May 19, 2013 with a 
first place in Open A.  He also finished his Senior 
Hunter title with his fourth leg on Sunday, May 26, 
2013.  He is now 
UCDX Richwood 
Sophie's Magic Mo-
ment CDX, SH, 
WC.  Not bad for one 
week.   
 
Congratulations 
Mike Orloff and 
Ozzy, high scoring 

golden and 2013 June Kiernan obedience dog at our MFGRC Match 
6/1/2013! 
 
Big news from Wonderland Goldens:  “On Mat 12, 2013 Wonderlands Sweeter Than Honey BOSS  (Bee 
Bee) went WB/BW from the 12-18 class under Judge Linda C. More, 
breeder owner handled by Vern Gank. On May 19, 2013  Bee Bee went 
WB from the 12-18 class under judge Carol Beattie, and handled by 
Vern.   Bee Bee now has 12 points, including 1 major so we are thrilled 
that she is very close to her championship.  On June 1st at the MFGRC 
Sanction Specialty Match our puppy Pops, (Wonderland's Dreamsicle) 
won Best Puppy in Match and Best In Match at only 4 1/2 months old.  
Pops was breeder owner handled by Vern Gank.  We are so very proud of 
Pops and thank you to Judge Bob Young for this wonderful win.  Both 
Bee Bee and Pops are out of my boy Am.Gch.Br. Gch Delavega Orange 
Crush In Wonderland x Ch Wonderlands Muttering Fool.” Bee Bee 

     Teddy 

Hank 

Pops  

Teddy 

Mike and 
Ozzy with Pat 

Kopco 
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GOLDEN TALES 
c/o Leah Wright, Editor 
459 Weathersfield Avenue 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714  

Next General Meeting  

Saturday, August 10, 2013 

MFGRC AKC OBEDIENCE TRIAL 

Das Hund Haus, Lakeland, Florida 

(See premium for details) 

See you there!  


